
April 13, 2026 

Senator Steve Padilla 
Chair, Insurance Committee 
1020 N St. Room 258 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: SB 1301 (Allen) – SUPPORT – Nonrenewal guardrails to keep families insured   

Dear Chair Padilla, 

The undersigned wildfire survivor, consumer, environmental, civil and economic justice, small 
business, labor, and community organizations write in strong support of SB 1301, legislation to 



help Californians stay insured by requiring more notice when a policy will not be renewed and 
giving families a chance to address problems or correct errors before losing their home, condo or 
renters insurance.  

Access to home insurance is a mounting crisis in California and around the country. The often 
vague and inaccurate notices families receive that their insurance will not be renewed are a 
growing part of the problem. Homeowners receive nonrenewal notices that do not give them a 
chance to respond. Some cite “increased hazard” without further documentation. Others contain 
outdated information, or provide pictures that don’t reflect the hazard that’s the reason for 
nonrenewal. Notices rarely offer a path to fix anything and maintain coverage. This opaqueness 
makes compliance impossible for many policyholders, and it allows insurers to drop policies for 
safe homes without accountability.  

SB 1301 requires insurance companies to: give policyholders 6 months notice before changing or 
nonrenewing coverage; provide clear disclosure of the reasons for nonrenewal; spell out any 
actions that will allow a family to keep coverage; and, give them enough time to correct errors or 
make those repairs. The bill also prevents nonrenewal due solely to the age of a roof, or for filing 
a claim. 

California ranks 4th highest in the nation for non-renewals. Hundreds of thousands 
of homeowners have lost coverage across the state and the FAIR Plan has doubled in size in just 
two years. The insurance crisis, worsened by climate-driven weather disasters, is threatening the 
housing market and putting Californians’ financial futures at risk. 

Insurance companies set rules about who they will cover, but don’t give policyholders enough 
time or information to meet those rules. SB 1301 creates a more transparent process, giving 
families a chance to maintain coverage and protecting them from unfair or unreasonable 
nonrenewal decisions. For these reasons the undersigned organizations are proud to support SB 
1301 and urge your AYE vote.  

Sincerely, 

Alan Weiner  
Chapter Lead  
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley 

Lois M Healy 
CEO/HUD Certified Housing Counselor 
Affordable Homeownership Foundation Inc 

Megan Hinchliffe Gerig 
Executive Director 
Altadena CoLab 

Annie Norman  
Associate Director of Campaigns 
Americans for Financial Reform 

https://abc7news.com/post/california-home-insurance-renewals-here-are-top-bay-area-neighborhoods-affected/15846687/
https://consumerwatchdog.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/220-7554-CA-Voter-Insurance-Issues-Survey-Memo-D1A.pdf
https://www.cfpnet.com/key-statistics-data/


Robert J van de Hoek  
Environmental Scientist 
Ballona Wetlands Institute 

Dave Jones 
California Insurance  
Commissioner Emeritus 

David Gassman 
Co-convenor 
Bay Area-System Change not Climate 
Change 

Ann Banning 
CEO 
Bright Operations 

Jason Pfeifle  
California Climate Organizing Director 
Center for Biological Diversity  

Ruth Susswein 
Director of Consumer Protection 
Consumer Action 

Carmen Balber 
Executive Director 
Consumer Watchdog 

Shayna Englin 
Vice President, Policy and Advocacy 
CA Community Foundation 

Ted Mermin 
Executive Director 
California Low-Income Consumer Coalition 

Carmen Comsti 
Government Relations Director 
California Nurses Association  

Marven Norman 
Environmental Policy Analyst 
Center for Community Action  
and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ) 

Renata Pumarol 
Deputy Director 
Climate Defenders 

Nancy Peverini 
Legislative Director  
Consumer Attorneys of CA 

Michael DeLong 
Research and Advocacy Associate 
Consumer Federation of America 



Robert Herrell 
Executive Director 
Consumer Federation of California 

Marcus Friedman 
Administrative Director 
Consumer Protection Policy Center 

Irene Kao 
Executive Director 
Courage California 

Marcia Hanscom 
Community Organizer 
Defend Ballona Wetlands 

Florence Annang 
Lead Organizer 
DENA RISE UP 
Pasadenans Organizing Progress 

Gil Barel 
Co-Founder 
Eaton Fire Renters Coalition 

Jane Lawton Potelle 
Executive Director  
Eaton Fire Residents United 

Joy Chen 
Executive Director 
Every Fire Survivor’s Network 

Nicholas Hernandez   
Organizing Associate   
Extreme Weather Survivors 

Nicole Ghio 
California Director 
Food & Water Watch 

Manning Rollerson 
Director 
Freeport Haven Project 

Cathy Becker  
Responsible Finance Campaign Director 
Green America 

Rebecca Russell 
Jewish Federation of the  
Greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys 

Felicia Ford 
Founder 
Leap of Faith Family to Family Support 



Heavenly Hughes 
Co-Founder and E.D. 
My TRIBE Rise 

Rick Morris  
Insurance Campaigner 
Public Citizen 

Rene Bayardo  
Principal, Bayardo Strategies 
Rise Economy 

Jack Eidt 
Co-Founder 
SoCal 350 Climate Action 

Tony Hocking 
Volunteer Organizer 
Team Palisades  

Shoshana Wechsler 
Co-Coordinator 
Sunflower Alliance 

Douglas E. Quinn 
Executive Director 
The American Policyholder Association 

Janice Schroeder 
Core Member 
West Berkeley Alliance for 
Clean Air and Safe Jobs 

Zaire Calvin 
Owner  
Xtreme Athletics Org 


