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April 1, 2026

Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris

Chair, Assembly Utilities and Energy Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 8120

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1774 — Wildfire Safety and Accountability Act —- SUPPORT
Dear Chair Petrie-Norris,

The undersigned consumer, health, environmental, labor and civic organizations write in strong
support of AB 1774, which requires independent audits of utility wildfire mitigation spending to
ensure funds are fully utilized before additional financial burdens are placed on Californians
through rate increases.

Wildfire mitigation spending is one of the primary drivers of rising utility rates in California, where
residents already pay some of the highest electricity costs in the nation. Yet current oversight
mechanisms have allowed utilities’ wildfire mitigation plans to be routinely approved without
sufficient scrutiny, resulting in excessive spending with limited evidence of improved safety
outcomes. This lack of accountability has contributed to skyrocketing costs for consumers
without delivering the level of wildfire prevention Californians deserve.

Independent audits are a common-sense solution to ensure that funds collected from ratepayers
are being used effectively and as intended, and the need for strong oversight is clear:


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1774

e One 2021 independent audit commissioned by the California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) found that Investor-Owned Utilities could not account for $2.5 billion of the
$6 billion in wildfire mitigation spending authorized over a two-year period
(2019-2020), while identifying billions more in potentially improper spending,
including concerns about double recovery for the same programs across multiple
years.

e Despite these findings from its own third-party audit, the CPUC still allowed utilities to
recover the full $6 billion from ratepayers.

e This failure to enforce accountability highlights a systemic breakdown in oversight and
underscores the urgent need for AB 1774’s independent audit requirement.

AB 1774 provides a necessary safeguard to protect ratepayers and ensure that wildfire
mitigation investments deliver real results. This bill promotes transparency, fiscal
responsibility, and public safety by requiring an independent audit of prior
wildfire-mitigation expenditures to verify consistent, accurate spending before utilities
may recover additional wildfire-related costs from ratepayers.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge your AYE vote on AB 1774.

Sincerely,

Robert J. van de Hoek
Environmental Scientist
Ballona Wetlands Institute

David Gassman
Co-Convenor
Bay Area-System Change not Climate Change

Shannon Olivieri Hovis
Chief Strategy Officer
California Environmental Voters

Carmen Comsti
Government Relations Director
California Nurses Association

Roger Lin
Senior Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity

Marven Norman
Environmental Policy Analyst
Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ)

RL Miller
President
Climate Hawks Vote


https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/assemblymember-boerner-introduces-bills-to-cap-utility-profits-and-require-accountability-for-wildfire-prevention-spending-says-consumer-watchdog-302711374.html

Dee Fromm
Managing Director
Coastal Lands Action Network (CLAN)

Nancy Peverini
Legislative Director
Consumer Attorneys of California

Jamie Court
President
Consumer Watchdog

Irene Kao
Executive Director
Courage California

Marcia Hanscom
Community Organizer
Defend Ballona Wetlands

Joy Chen
Executive Director
Eaton Fire Survivors Network

Bernadette Del Chiaro
Senior Vice President, California
Environmental Working Group

Sierra Lindsey Kos
Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director
Extreme Weather Survivors Action Fund

Nicole Ghio
California Director
Food & Water Watch

Karen Reside
President
Long Beach Gray Panthers

Tyson Slocum
Director, Energy Program
Public Citizen

Pauline Seales
Organizer
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network



Mercedes Macias
Senior Policy Strategist
Sierra Club California

Jack Eidt
Co-Founder
SoCal 350 Climate Action

Shoshana Wechsler
Co-Coordinator
Sunflower Alliance

Malinda Dickenson
Legal & Executive Director
The Protect Our Communities Foundation

Carla Grady
Admin
Transition Sebastopol

Mark Toney
Executive Director
TURN—The Utility Reform Network

Laura Neish
Executive Director
350 Bay Area Action



