
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
1021 O Street, Suite 9000 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

VETO SB 614 (Stern) 
September 16, 2025 

Dear Governor Newsom, 

Consumer Watchdog writes to urge you to veto SB 614 (Stern), a bill that 
prematurely lifts California’s moratorium on the building of dangerous and 
underregulated pipelines carrying compressed carbon dioxide.  

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) projects depend on pipelines to carry 
compressed carbon away from oil refineries, power plants and other industrial 
smokestacks. At least 25 such CCS projects are slated for California including by 
the biggest offshore oil producer in the state, California Resources Corp. 
Unfortunately, CCS has been proven to overpromise and underdeliver results, is 
powered by fossil fuel, fails more than succeeds, is polluting and extremely 
expensive. Enabling these projects by building compressed carbon pipelines is 
misguided. 

The reason that this legislation deserves a veto is twofold. It contains no setback 
between such pipelines and communities with sensitive receptors from hospitals 
to schools and daycares.  It also leaves up to the Fire Marshal the use of an 
odorant that, added to the compressed carbon to produce the smell of rotten 
eggs, would warn the public there is something wrong should a pipeline leak or 
burst. 

At the very least, the legislation should have required a 3,200-foot setback on 
either side of such a pipeline in deference to SB 1137, which requires such a 
setback between communities and their sensitive receptors such as hospitals, 
schools and daycares.  

Environmental advocates pushed to include a setback by using SB 1137’s 
setback, if not creating a two-mile public health zone on either side of such a 
pipeline.  But the oil industry’s lobbyists— including Virgil Welch of Caliber 



 

 

Strategies representing CRC and a long-time former California Air Resources 
Board top advisor to the chair, rebuffed the proposal.  
 
A setback of two miles at least is necessary to protect the public. Monetary 
arguments about corporate inconvenience should not be excuses to exclude 
one. Compressed carbon dioxide pipelines are extremely dangerous because 
of the high pressure involved. These pipelines can easily corrode if CO2 mixes 
with water. The potential for a catastrophic rupture cannot be ignored. When 
released, CO2 is a potentially lethal asphyxiant.  It is heavier than air and forms 
clouds of cold dense fog. Without an odorant, CO2 plumes flow substantial 
distances without the public aware of the displacement of oxygen if no odorant 
is added. The CO2 cloud can cause asphyxiation and even lead to death. 
Oxygen starvation can also switch off car engines, blocking evacuation, and 
even stopping first responders from reaching the site. 
 
This is exactly what happened in the hamlet of Satartia, Mississippi in 2020.  A 
pipeline about 2.5 miles away that was carrying compressed carbon dioxide 
ruptured and released an explosion of carbon dioxide that displaced oxygen. 
More than 200 people were evacuated and at least 45 people were 
hospitalized, according to NPR. Symptoms included convulsions and 
unconsciousness. Luckily, no one died. But cars stalled and an emergency 
response was hobbled. “In one 911 call, a mother pleaded for help because her 
daughter couldn’t breathe, her hacking audible in the background,” NPR 
reported. “Another 911 caller stranded on the highway described what was 
happening to her friend: ‘She’s laying on the ground and she’s shaking. She’s 
kind of drooling out of the mouth. I don’t know if she’s having a seizure or not.” 
Enabling these pipelines without guardrails is extremely dangerous.  
 
Consumer Watchdog urges you to veto SB 614 and tell the authors, at a 
minimum, to include a setback and requirement for an odorant if they want 
your signature. It is your job, Governor, to ensure the public is protected as there 
are lives at stake. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Jamie Court 
 


