
 

 

May 9, 2025 
  
Dr. Carol Folt, President 
Stacey Giwa, Vice President of Culture, Ethics and Compliance  
Mark Blanton, Vice President of Professionalism and Ethics 
Dr. Geoffrey Garret, USC Marshall School of Business 
University of Southern California 
 
USC OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Bovard Administration Building 
3551 Trousdale Pkwy,  
Los Angeles, California 90089 
  
Re: SUPPLEMENTAL INFO REGARDING 5/8 COMPLAINT Michael Mische Failure To Disclose 
Conflict of Interest Of Employment By Saudi Arabia In Gasoline Pricing Study 
 
Dear Leaders of USC, 
 
I am writing to supplement my complaint about Professor Mische. Mische’s response in the 
media to the conflict of interest allegations misstates his employment by Saudia Arabia, as 
represented by his resume, and seeks to obfuscate his role. This is unbecoming conduct for an 
academic. 
 
According to KTLA’s reporting: 

In a statement to KTLA, Mische admits to working for Saudi Arabia but said his work was related to a project called 

Vision 2030. 

“Allegations have been leveled as to being an ‘agent’ of, working for or on behalf of, and being ‘bankrolled’ by Saudi 

Arabia. Nothing could be further from the truth, and the allegations are patently inaccurate and without substance and 

merit. For the record, my work in Saudi Arabia had absolutely nothing to do with petroleum, and I received no 

payments from any Saudi petroleum company or any oil company,” Mische told KTLA. 

He said his Vision 2030 work involved steering the Saudi economy away from fossil fuels. 

Nonetheless,  Mische’s resume from 2023 stated among his “current & recent consulting 
activities,” were: 
 
“Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Appointed Senior Advisor to the Saudi Public Investment Fund 
(Taqnia), a $500 billion investment fund, 2018 to Present. 
 

https://ktla.com/news/california/newsoms-office-pushes-back-on-report-claiming-75-spike-in-california-gas-prices-by-2026/
https://www.pif.gov.sa/en/private-sector-hub/leadership-vision/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20449223923&gbraid=0AAAAABozKaSkCKH0pkVICJSsLXytGmF73&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBOtbvEMFLJro1RI7Lr0scLd7fRBrt1m0xPjkP-DrmpX8hQT9qt5wdwaAoCzEALw_wcB
https://consumerwatchdog.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/MAM-USC-Published-22-150.pdf
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Lead Consultant for the design and implementation of co-innovation 
and co-investment processes and organization capable of supporting 14 different economic 
sectors and over $300 billion in AUM, 2020 to Present. 
 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Lead Advisor for the development of the strategic plan for the 
“Innovation Super Highway” Of Vision 2030.  2018 to Present.” 
 
The Saudi Public Investment fund has significant holdings in Saudi Aramco (the state oil 
company), European oil companies and a host of petroleum infrastructure projects.  As a 
“Senior Advisor” to the fund, Mische has a pecuniary interest in the oil industry. The Saudi 
Government, which employed Mische according to his resume, owns the vast majority of the 
Saudi state oil company Saudi Aramco, as well.   
 
Professor Mische’s employment by the Saudia Arabian petro-state should be disclosed because 
his recommendations directly benefit Saudi Arabia and its oil holdings. 
 
As just one example, at the end of his paper, Mische calls for the: " Immediate revocation of 
Executive Order N79-20, banning the sale of new gasoline powered (internal combustion 
engines) vehicles in California, which is scheduled for 2035, with a rollback of the ban to 
2055."   The Saudi Arabian government has a big pecuniary interest in the continuation of oil 
and gas production, lessened burdens and preservation of combustion engines.   By keeping 
refineries running with less regulatory burdens, that prolongs their life, which prolongs the use 
of crude, and 16% of California crude imports come from Saudia Arabia.  
 
You can reach me at 310-874-9989 with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jamie Court 
President 


