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HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
Vanessa Wells (Bar No. 121279) 
855 Main Street, Suite 200 
Redwood City, CA  94063 
Telephone:  (650) 463-4000 
Facsimile:   (650) 463-4199 
vanessa.wells@hoganlovells.com 
 
Michael M. Maddigan (Bar No. 163450) 
Jordan D. Teti (Bar No. 284714) 
1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, CA  90067 
Telephone:  (310) 785-4600 
Facsimile:   (310) 785-4601 
michael.maddigan@hoganlovells.com 
jordan.teti@hoganlovells.com 
 
Katherine Wellington (Admission Forthcoming) 
125 High Street, Suite 2010 
Boston, MA 02110  
Telephone: (617) 371-1000 
Facsimile: (617) 371-1037 
katherine.wellington@hoganlovells.com 
 

Attorneys for Applicant 
STATE FARM GENERAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

 

BEFORE THE INSURANCE COMMISSIONER 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Rate Applications of 
 
STATE FARM GENERAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 
 
 Applicant. 

 

File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, 
PA-2024-00013 
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NOTICE OF DEFENSE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

 Applicant State Farm General Insurance Company (“State Farm General” or “Applicant”) 

acknowledges service of the Notice of Hearing by the Insurance Commissioner of the State of 

California. State Farm General provides notice as follows:  

 REQUEST FOR HEARING 

 State Farm General requests a hearing in this matter, in accordance with Government 

Code § 11506(a)(l). 

ALLEGATIONS, ADMISSIONS, AND DENIALS 

State Farm General affirmatively admits and alleges that it has filed three rate applications 

(collectively, “Applications”) requesting overall rate increases, as follows:   

 

File No. Line Rate requested 

24-1271 Homeowners Non-Tenant HO-3 +30.0% 

24-1273 Overall Renter/Condo Tenant +41.8% 

24-1330 Rental Dwelling +38.0% 

 

State Farm General further affirmatively alleges that its rates will be inadequate to support 

its Homeowners, Renter/Condo Tenant, and Rental Dwelling businesses without the requested rate 

change. State Farm General does not further expressly admit or deny the allegations in the Notice of 

Hearing, in reliance upon the deemed provision of Government Code § 11506(c). 

State Farm General explains and alleges that its original rate applications, submitted in 

June and July, 2024, relied upon Variance 6 (10 CCR § 2644.27(f)(6)).  As State Farm General 

has represented, it has not at this time determined whether it will continue to rely upon Variance 6 

in the amended rate application which will be filed once data through First Quarter of 2025 

becomes available (projected date for filing May 19, 2025). 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS IN DEFENSE 

As noted, State Farm General will support proposed rates once its amended rate application 

is submitted. 

/// 
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NOTICE OF DEFENSE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

OBJECTIONS 

 Pursuant to Government Code § 11506(a)(2), State Farm General objects to the Notice of 

Hearing on the grounds that the Notice of Hearing contains in its listing of issues matters that are 

outside the scope of a rate hearing.  10 CCR § 2646.4(b) provides: 

A hearing on a rate application . . . shall be for the purpose of determining whether 

 (1)  The insurer has properly applied the statute and these regulations in 
calculating the maximum or minimum permitted earned premium; or 

(2)  The maximum permitted earned premium or minimum earned premium 
calculated on the basis of the statute and these regulations, should be adjusted 
as provided in section 2644.27.  A request that the maximum earned premium 
should be adjusted is referred to as a “variance request.”    

 The items listed as c, d, e, h, i, j, k, and l on pages 5 through 7 of the Notice of Hearing are 

outside the bounds of a permissible rate hearing, and outside the powers of the Commissioner to 

control.  

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS 

In accordance with Government Code § l 1506(d), State Farm General states that it can be 

reached through its counsel of record, contact information for which is stated on the caption page 

of the Notice of Defense. 
 

Dated:  April 1, 2025 
 
STATE FARM GENERAL INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

 
By: /s/ Vanessa O. Wells 

Vanessa Wells 
On behalf of Applicant State Farm General 
Insurance Company 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, Kristel Gelera, declare: 

I am a citizen of the United States and employed in San Mateo County, California.  I am 

over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action.  My business address is 

855 Main Street, Redwood City, California 94063.  On April 1, 2025, I served a copy of the within 

document(s): 

NOTICE OF DEFENSE 

 

 by placing the document(s) listed above in a sealed envelope with postage thereon 
fully prepaid, the United States mail at Redwood City, California addressed as set 
forth below. 

 by placing the document(s) listed above in a sealed Federal Express envelope and 
affixing a pre-paid air bill, and causing the envelope to be delivered to a Federal 
Express agent for delivery. 

 by personally delivering the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at the 
address(es) set forth below. 

 by transmitting via my electronic service address 
(kristel.gelera@hoganlovells.com) the document(s) listed above to the person(s) at 
the e-mail address(es) set forth below. 

 by electronically filing the document(s) with the Clerk of the Court by causing the 
documents to be sent to One Legal, the Court’s Electronic Filing Services Provider 
for electronic filing and service. Electronic service will be effected by One Legal’s 
case-filing system at the electronic mail addresses indicated on the attached 
Service List. 
 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is 

true and correct. 

Executed on April 1, 2025, at Redwood City, California. 

 
 

   

  Signature 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

 

SERVICE LIST 
All service via e-mail 

 
 
Hon. Karl Frederic J. Seligman 
Administrative Law Judge 
Administrative Hearing Bureau 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
1901 Harrison Street, 3d Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
florinda.cristobal@insurance.ca.gov 
camille.johnson@insurance.ca.gov 
 

Administrative Hearing Bureau 
 

Nikki S. McKennedy (SBN 184269)  
Jennifer McCune (SBN 160089) 
Daniel Wade (SBN 296958) 
Duncan Montgomery (SBN 176138) 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
1901 Harrison Street, Sixth Floor  
Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel: (415) 538-4162 
Fax: (510) 238-7829 
nikki.mckennedy@insurance.ca.gov 
jennifer.mccune@insurance.ca.gov 
daniel.wade@insurance.ca.gov 
duncan.montgomery@insurance.ca.gov 
 

Attorneys for the Department of Insurance 
 

Harvey Rosenfield 
Pamela Pressley  
William Pletcher 
Ryan Mellino 
Benjamin Powell 
Kaitlyn Gentile 
CONSUMER WATCHDOG 
6330 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 250 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
Tel: (310) 392-0522 
Fax: (310) 392-8874 
harvey@consumerwatchdog.org 
pam@consumerwatchdog.org 
will@consumerwatchdog.org 
ryan@consumerwatchdog.org 
ben@consumerwatchdog.org 
kaitlyn@consumerwatchdog.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attorneys for Intervenor 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

 

 
The Honorable California Insurance 
Commissioner Ricardo Lara 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
300 Capitol Mall, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tel: (916) 492-3500 
Fax: (916) 445-5280 
CommissionerLara@insurance.ca.gov 
 

Office of the Commissioner 
 

Michael Martinez 
Chief Deputy Commissioner 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
300 Capitol Mall, 17th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Tel: (916) 492-3573 
Michael.Martinez@insurance.ca.gov 
 

Office of the Commissioner 
 

Lucy F. Wang, Deputy Commissioner & 
Special Counsel to the Commissioner 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
1901 Harrison Street, 6th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel: (415) 538-4377 
Lucy.Wang@insurance.ca.gov 
 

Office of the Special Counsel 

Teresa Campbell 
Deputy Commissioner & General Counsel 
Heather Hoesterey, Assistant General Counsel 
Libio B. Latimer 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
1901 Harrison Street, 6th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel: (415) 538-4126 
        (415) 538-4176 
Fax: (510) 238-7829 
Teresa.Campbell@insurance.ca.gov 
Heather.Hoesterey@insurance.ca.gov 
Libio.Latimer@insurance.ca.gov 

Legal Division 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
File Nos. PA-2024-00011, PA-2024-00012, PA-2024-00013 

 

Kenneth Allen  
Deputy Commissioner 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
INSURANCE 
300 South Spring Street, 14th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Tel: (213) 346-6783 
Fax: (213) 897-9051 
Ken.allen@insurance.ca.gov 

Rate Regulation Branch 

  
Margaret W. Hosel 
Attorney and Public Advisor 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT Of 
INSURANCE 
1901 Harrison Street, 6th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel: (415) 538-4383 
Fax: (510) 238-7830 
Margaret.Hosel@insurance.ca.gov 

Office of the Public Advisor 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 




