
October 10, 2024

The Honorable Steven Bradford
Chair, Senate Committee on Fuel Supply and Price Spikes
1021 O Street, Suite 7210
Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Cottie Petrie-Norris
Chair, Assembly Committee on Petroleum and Gasoline Supply
1021 O Street, Suite 4230
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: ABX2-1 as amended (Hart, Aguilar-Curry) STRONG OPPOSE

Dear Senator Bradford and Assemblymember Petrie-Norris,

We were both saddened and glad to see the letter dated October 8, 2024, from Chevron’s President, Andy Walz. We are 
saddened that this issue has proceeded as it has without a fair policy process devoid of politics, and we are glad to see that 
Chevron is publicly saying what we have been saying to elected officials since this issue was first raised in late August.

It is our workers that perform the safety maintenance at California’s refineries, including at Chevron. As such, we have a first-
hand, boots-on-the-ground knowledge of what happens and what doesn’t happen at California’s refineries. We wholeheartedly 
agree with Mr. Walz’s statement that suggesting that California’s refineries perform required maintenance to create artificial 
shortages is preposterous. Working at a refinery during a turnaround is a sophisticated job. It involves dealing with potentially 
volatile equipment and components, requiring extensive training and experience. The job is performed with a calculated 
speed that belies any suggestion of a purposeful slowdown of production. Refineries bleed revenue when their equipment is 
down. Our job is to restore that equipment as quickly and safely as possible. Our members are sweating it out 24/7 to ensure 
that refinery operations can be responsibly restored as soon as possible.

While we are on the topic of revenue, most of our members work for private sector contractors and industries. Our members 
do not have work unless these projects turn a profit. It should not be deemed villainous to operate legal and needed industries 
that turn a profit for shareholders, especially when they employ hundreds of thousands of Californians and contribute billions 
of dollars in tax revenue supporting essential state and local workers and services across the state. These same companies 
spend millions of dollars annually supporting local food pantries, Little League teams, and local businesses, all of which benefit 
our members in their communities. Profit should not be a dirty word in California or elsewhere. Profit employs our members 
and allows them to feed their families.

Politics, not policy, have led this process. In our opinion, this is backward. ABX2-1 is a bill that will give the California Energy 
Commission, a ratepayer-funded agency, unprecedented regulatory authority to bureaucratically dictate safety maintenance 
at in-state refineries without this legislature even first establishing that the turn-arounds are a problem, that the type of supply 
the CEC is suggesting is even possible, or what the cost will be to the ratepayers, taxpayers or commuters to implement. 
Generally speaking, legislation should provide a funded solution to an established problem, not create a problem that may 
have no solution for an undetermined cost to the public.

Over the last month, we have had many conversations with elected officials, and we are grateful for each one. However, we 
were not involved in any conversations that led to ABX2-1. Leaving out the workforce with direct knowledge and insight 
into refinery operations and maintenance yet relying on lawyers and market economists who lack refinery experience 
seems unnecessarily dismissive of the blue-collar experience and expertise that we offer, especially regarding the safety 
of our members.



Labor unions were established in the United States in response to atrocious workplace incidents like the Triangle Shirtwaist 
Fire. Our predecessors in the labor movement had to fill the void between government bureaucracy, industry, and a woefully 
dis-empowered blue-collar workforce. To this day, we hold that sacred responsibility paramount. We have collectively 
attempted to voice our legitimate safety concerns over ABX2-1 but have been dismissed, gaslighted, and told by those same 
lawyers and economists that we have nothing to worry about. This is disrespectful to our years of training and collective 
industrial experience, and it is paternalistic. If we cannot be heard and believed on issues that could jeopardize the lives of 
our members, something is very wrong in California. Every member who votes for this bill should be prepared to answer if 
something goes wrong.

Finally, it bears mentioning that California is creating a national campaign issue by moving ABX2-1 through the legislature 
before a crucial election. Neighboring battleground states have already weighed in on this bill and its negative effect on fuel 
prices and supply in their states. This issue is readily being used against our candidate in those states and beyond. Fuel prices 
are currently down in California, and there is absolutely no policy reason that this issue could not have been raised in January.  

Many legislators have expressed their frustration to us about this bill and the political process that brought us to this point. 
We are grateful for their honesty and for all of the members who have bravely expressed public frustration and opposition to 
moving this bill forward at this time. We remain in STRONG OPPOSITION to ABX2-1 as Amended.

Sincerely,

J. Tom Baca
International Vice-President Western States
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers

David Sikorski 
Business Manager

Operating Engineers Local 12

David S. Osborne
President

District Council of Iron Workers of 
the State of California

CC: 	 President Pro Tem Mike McGuire
	 Speaker Robert Rivas
	 Andy Walz, President, Chevron

Tom Hansen
Business Manager

IBEW Local Union 302

Chris Greaney 
Business Manager

Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied 
Workers Local Union No. 16


