
 

 

October 4, 2016 
  
Drew Altman 
President and CEO 
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation 
2400 Sand Hill Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Fax: (650) 854-4800 
  
Drew, 
  
We are deeply troubled that the Kaiser Family Foundation is holding a drug-pricing forum tomorrow, but has invited 
only the drug industry opponents of Prop 61, which will create bulk purchasing for prescription drugs in the state of 
California. 
  
Drug companies have raised $90 million against Prop 61. Yet no proponent of Prop 61 has been asked to participate in 
tomorrow's forum. Instead, the drug industry trade representative will have the field to herself. 
  
The Kaiser Family Foundation has had a reputation of presenting both sides of an issue, but tomorrow's one-sided event 
threatens that reputation and the foundation’s charitable mission. 
  
This is particularly true as the Foundation is developing its news service as an independent voice on healthcare matters. 
It's shocking that Prop 61 proponents would be left out of this debate given that Prop 61 is the biggest news on drug 
pricing in the state and nation. If Prop 61 wasn't so significant for the industry, why would the drug companies be 
spending $90 million to stop it? 
  
Drug companies and their executives have refused to debate the proponents of prop 61 in any public forum. That's why 
it's particularly shocking that the Kaiser Family Foundation would leave out the Yes on Prop 61 side and give the drug 
makers the floor. 
  
Were Prop 61 supporters not invited because the drug manufacturers’ representatives refused to appear if Prop 61 
proponents were included? The public deserves to know. The drug companies should not be allowed to have a one-
sided debate that leaves out the David in this David versus Goliath fight. 
  
It’s inappropriate for a charity to include one side in such a debate and not the other. We ask that you invite proponents 
of Proposition 61 to join in tomorrow, even if the drug companies’ representative refuses to appear. If drug makers 
won’t show, then the forum will have educated Californians far more than one that leaves out the proponents of the 
groundbreaking landmark drug pricing reform measure to be voted on in less than a month. 
  
Thank you for your prompt response. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jamie Court 
President, Consumer Watchdog 


